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GENERAL   CHARACTERISTICS

I ENTERED Soviet Russia on May nth and
recrossed the frontier on June i6th [1920]. The Rus-
sian authorities only admitted me on the express con-
dition that I should travel with the British Labour
Delegation, a condition with which I was naturally
very willing to comply, and which that Delegation
kindly allowed me to fulfil. We were conveyed from the
frontier to Petrograd, as well as on subsequent journeys,
in a special train de luxe, covered with mottoes about the
Social Revolution and the Proletariat of all countries;
we were received everywhere by regiments of soldiers,
with the Internationale being played on the regimental
band while civilians stood bare-headed and soldiers at
the salute; congratulatory orations were made by local
leaders and answered by prominent Communists who
accompanied us; the entrances to the carriages were
guarded by magnificent Bashkir cavalry-men in
resplendent uniforms,* in short, everything was done to
make us feel like the Prince of Wales. Innumerable
functions were arranged for us: banquets, public
meetings, military reviews, etc.
The assumption was that we had come to testify to
the solidarity of British Labour with Russian Com-
munism, and on that assumption the utmost possible
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